
 

 
 

2025 Boston City Council Candidate  
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Progressive Mass’s Boston chapters collaborated on a joint questionnaire.  

 
~ Jamaica Plain Progressives ~ Progressive West Roxbury/Roslindale ~   

~ Allston-Brighton Progressives ~  
 

Please share with attribution.  
 
************************************************************************************ 
 
Name: Ruthzee Louijeune  
Office Sought: Boston City Councilor At-Large  
Website: www.RuthzeeForBoston.com  
Facebook: @RuthzeeForBoston 
Twitter: @Ruthzee 
BlueSky: @ruthzee.bsky.social 
Instagram: @ruthzee4boston 
 
************************************************************************************ 
 
The public part of the questionnaire contains a mix of yes/no and open-ended 
questions. Please keep all answers to open-ended questions to no more than 150 
words. A non-response to a yes/no question will be treated as a no.  
 
(A) Your Candidacy  
 

1.​ What would be your top three priorities if elected to serve?  
 

1.  Housing: It’s expensive, and (a) we need more rental vouchers. Also, to close  
the racial wealth gap and create wealth and community stability among 
working class families (b) through first-generation homeownership 
grant-based programs targeted to communities that historically experienced 
blockbusting and redlining; and (c) using more public land for the 
development of affordable housing and homeownership.  
 

 

https://www.progressivemass.com/portfolio/2025-boston-municipal-elections/
http://www.ruthzeeforboston.com
https://www.facebook.com/RuthzeeforBoston/
https://x.com/Ruthzee
https://bsky.app/profile/ruthzee.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/ruthzee4boston/
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2.  Education: (a) robust funding for pre-K and early college access programs 
for high school students; (b) building a Boston School Building Authority to 
speed up the work of building schools with a dedicated revenue source; (c) 
more emotional and tangible support for students, such as more school 
counselors and social workers. 
 
3. Democracy-building: expanding access to early voting, increasing voter 
education, and implementing ranked choice voting. 
 

2.​ What qualifies you to hold this office? 
 
I am qualified to hold office because of my commitment to Boston and the 
diverse and struggling communities I represent, and my commitment to hit 
the ground running on the issues that working class Bostonians are facing. 
I’ve always been about my community. I’ve represented tenants and 
homeowners facing displacement in Boston Housing Court, often Haitian 
residents facing language barriers. I ran a weekly eviction clinic to help 
tenants without legal representation complete paperwork to preserve their 
legal rights. I’ve worked on an education committee in City Hall to improve 
education outcomes for all our students. I worked as the Senior Counsel for 
Senator Warren’s presidential and Senate campaigns advocating for 
progressive values, and I’ve been a member, activist, and attorney with 
community groups to solve the city’s systemic issues of affordable housing, 
homeownership, and food insecurity. 
 
In my second term and first term as Council President, I was able to 
accomplish many things; however, I know there is much more work to be 
done. I am proud to be the first Haitian-American elected in Boston municipal 
government and plan to continue to support and uplift the needs of my 
community. 
 

3.​ What do you see as the role of the City Council in our strong-mayor system? 
 

City Councilors legislate change by way of orders, ordinances, and resolutions, 
and amendments to the municipal code. City Council promotes reform and 
transparency, and act as liaisons between City Hall and constituents while 
responding to their questions and need for resources. Although Boston is a 
strong-mayor system, the power of the bully pulpit is real. City Councilors can 
and must critique the Mayor when executive policies and practices cause 
harm to residents. The budget amendment powers are an example of real 
power for the Council. The City Council represents the city and should be 
reflective of its diversity, which drives a more inclusive and equitable city 
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government. 
 

4.​ What is the one policy you’ve seen pioneered in another city that you’d 
most like to see Boston adopt?   

 
Atlanta and Washington DC have dedicated school building authorities that 
are solely focused on building and renovating schools. 
 

5.​ Which of the following groups have you chosen to reject / would reject 
campaign contributions from?  

a.​ For-profit developers 
b.​ Fossil fuel executives or lobbyists  
c.​ Charter school advocates and lobbyists 
d.​ Police unions  

 
​ First, I reject the notion that contributions I receive will have any impact on 

who I give access to and whose voice I elevate. My campaign centers the 
needs of working class Bostonians, and I’ll do that regardless of who 
contributes. My reality is that I exist in this city as a Black woman with a large 
number of working class family and family friends who, like me, were born and 
raised here, and are immigrants or from immigrant families trying their best to 
make it. They got jobs in spaces and industries that are rightfully under 
tremendous scrutiny amid calls for institutional change. They are also 
tremendously proud of my candidacy and I will listen to them even if I 
disagree with them. 
 

(B) Community Engagement   
 

1.​ What steps would you take, if elected/re-elected, to engage all the diverse 
communities of Boston in policymaking, and what past actions of yours 
should give voters confidence that you will follow through?  

 
As the daughter of immigrants, as a woman, and as a Black person, making 
sure that we are centering the voices of our diverse communities is at the 
heart of what I’m about. I’ve been a leader of interfaith events, ensured that 
Spanish- and Creole-speaking residents are able to access unemployment and 
food resources despite language barriers, and I’ve always tried to connect 
people with resources, even when I did not have an answer to their questions 
at my fingertips. I believe in inclusivity – both as a personal practice in my life 
and an important facet of any effective and responsive government. Currently 
as City Council President and At-Large City Councilor, my office and I are every 
day doing the work of engaging diverse communities. 
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2.​ The future of democracy depends on robust youth engagement. Describe 

how you engage youth formally in your work as city councilor, or would 
plan to do so if elected.  

 
During my time on the council, I have been able to work with many different 
youth organizations including the Mattapan Teen Center, YouthBuild Boston, 
ACEDONE organizers, IFSI teens, and many different school organizations. My 
office hosted an event at Chez Vous roller rink during Black History Month to 
help engage young people in Mattapan and were overwhelmed by the event 
being attended by over 300 young people. Beyond that, we have hosted 
interns from across the city to give them an opportunity to learn more about 
local government and the work that goes on behind the scenes. 
 

3.​ What is one aspect of community process in the City of Boston that should 
be improved, and why? 

 
I have worked to break down barriers and make city hall more accessible to 
residents across the city. My office has held events to inform residents who do 
not speak English of city resources and presented them in their native 
language. We also hosted upwards of 20 cocoa hours across the city in an 
effort to meet residents where they are. I always say that I don’t have all of the 
answers. I seek opportunities to partner with community and help elevate 
their ideas to the problems that they face. 

 
(C) Budget & Revenue  
 

1.​ Describe how you would prepare or are preparing the city for a significant 
reduction in federal funding. 
 
We need to continue to protect critical services and advocate for a budget 
that reflects the values of Boston residents. I support a budget that continues 
to prioritize housing and food insecurity and to protect diversity and inclusion. 
 

2.​ How much funding do you think the City should allocate to participatory 
budgeting? For context, $2 million was appropriated for the current fiscal 
year. The Better Budget Alliance has advocated for $40 million.  

 
I support scaling up to 1% of the operating budget to participatory budgeting 
over time. 
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3.​ How will you work to create a stronger PILOT system that expands 
community engagement, defines community benefits, and creates a fairer 
system to meet the needs of residents of the city of Boston?  

 
I co-sponsored the PILOT hearing this year with Councilor Liz Breadon. 
Providing a more standardized approach for the PILOT program based on real 
property values while firming up the definition of community benefits is the 
way forward. We need to host more community meetings and working 
sessions to work on definitions and to tighten what constitutes a community 
benefit. We should define specific buckets for Community Benefit investment 
in accordance with city priorities. And we need to ensure that community 
benefits benefit all city residents and geographic areas but be aware that 
institutional encroachment has adversely impacted specific communities. 
 

4.​ Do you support the City of Boston's home rule petition to shift some of the 
tax burden away from residential owners to commercial owners in order to 
mitigate residential property tax spikes?  YES/ NO 

 
YES.  

 
5.​ Given state law, Boston is limited in its taxing power. What opportunities do 

you see for the city to raise revenue?  
 

a. Increased fees on Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) such as 
Uber 
b. Revamping the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) program - for example 
basing payment amounts off of 2021 tax assessment. 
c. Creating public-private partnerships to raise in-kind funding from these 
institutions, including summertime partnerships for BPS students or allowing 
BPS students to take college classes for free. 
d. Supporting a real estate transfer fee for properties worth more than 
$2,000,000  
e. Conducting a study, in partnership with outside institutions, to determine 
what other measures can be defined as fees that fall within the city’ purview. 

 
6.​ The City of Boston has a history of leveraging its financial power for social 

good, including its decision to divest from fossil fuels. Given this precedent, 
how would you make sure Boston’s investments align with the city’s values, 
such as, but not limited to, policies requiring transparency, disclosure, and 
divestment of public investments or procurement contracts with 
companies or countries that profit from war or are implicated in human 
rights violations?  
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Boston has a responsibility to align its financial decisions with its values. I 
support expanding the use of Green Bonds, Social Bonds, and Social Housing 
Bonds to direct investment toward equity and sustainability. We should be 
maximizing our triple AAA bond rating. Furthermore, we must continue to 
divest from fossil fuels and explore divestment from companies and countries 
that profit from war or violate human rights. I also believe Boston should use 
its financial leverage to incentivize responsible regional banking and require 
greater transparency and public disclosure in investments and financial 
services. 
 

(D) Education  
 

1.​ What are your top priorities for improving Boston Public Schools?  
 

a. Ensure that all of our schools have access to guidance counselors. Many of 
our schools serving primarily Black and Brown students don’t have access to 
even one counselor. On the Council, I filed a hearing order to explore the ways 
that we can meet the needs of our students by providing more social workers 
and counselors. 
 
b. Use assets-based language to discuss schools that are struggling 
academically to avoid creating a culture and external perception of failure. It’s 
important to find the success stories within each school and elevate those. 
 
c. Use and request more state funding to reduce class sizes, hire more 
guidance counselors to reduce student ratio, and invest in training programs 
to support school leadership in effort to reduce turnover  
 
d. Invest in universal Pre-K 
 
e. Work towards the goal of having a library in each school, especially each 
elementary school, and partner with local libraries to underscore the 
adventures and possibilities of reading Provide more resources to students 
with disabilities, and de-concentrate their presence in a handful of schools 
 
f. Allow for more PILOT schools and programs to allow for creativity 

 
2.​ Do you oppose the expansion of charter schools in Boston? YES/ NO 

 
YES. 
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3.​ In 2022, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education actively 
considered a takeover of the Boston Public Schools. Do you oppose any 
such future efforts at state takeover of BPS? YES/ NO 

 
YES. 

 
4.​ Boston voters overwhelmingly supported a 2021 ballot question to change 

BPS governance to allow Boston voters the right to elect school committee 
members. Do you support a fully elected school committee?  YES/ NO  If so, 
what would your ideal structure be? If not, why not?  

 
YES. 
 
A hybrid structure allows for power-sharing and greater accountability, 
while accounting for the issue of low name-recognition in municipal 
elections and potential for capture by private interests. A hybrid model 
would have 2 members appointed by the mayor, 2 members appointed by 
the City Council, and 3 elected members, together with 2 BPS students 
with voting power. That said, I am open to a fully elected school committee. 
 

5.​ What is one policy from another school district that you would like to see 
implemented in Boston schools? 

 
High-dosage tutoring. We haven’t seen the level of academic recovery from 
the pandemic that our students deserve. HDT is worth investigating and 
investing in as it has been shown to be effective in other districts, as it can 
help close gaps in math, reading, and writing by providing intensive, 
personalized support. We must continue investing in evidence-based 
interventions that focus on delivering core educational services where they’re 
needed most. 

 
6.​ What is your opinion of the proposed White Stadium redevelopment 

project? What is your preferred path forward for White Stadium?  
 
I support creating a world-class stadium that affirms the dignity of our BPS 
student-athletes, but only if we can do so through a truly inclusive process, 
one that meaningfully addresses transportation and equitable access for our 
Black & Brown communities and businesses. We must build trust and ensure 
this project serves students first. 

 
7.​ Since the passage of "An Act Relative to Justice, Equity and Accountability 

in Law Enforcement" in 2020, Boston police officers have not been 
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stationed inside Boston Public Schools. Are you committed to maintaining 
police-free schools? YES/ NO 

 
YES. 
 

(E) Public Safety ​
 

1.​ Do you support Boston’s Trust Act? YES/ NO  
 

YES. 
 
2.​ Given the Trust Act's limited scope, what additional steps will you take to 

prevent information sharing and collaboration with ICE and other federal 
agencies? 

 
I will always reaffirm our commitment to The Trust Act. I have held online 
immigration law clinics to help constituents with concerns about the Trump 
administration’s policies. I also voted to uphold the city’s sanctuary status. 
 

3.​ Do you support shuttering the Boston Police gang database? YES/ NO  
 

YES. 
 
4.​ Do you support ending Boston’s engagement in the BRIC? YES/ NO  

 
YES. 

 
5.​ Do you support the creation of an unarmed, community-based emergency 

response program, separate from the Boston Police Department, to respond 
to mental and behavioral health crises?  YES/ NO 

 
YES. 

 
6.​ Current and former Boston police officers were found to be involved or 

actively supporting the January 6, 2021 insurrectionist attack on the federal 
government and attempt to overturn the 2020 election results, and white 
supremacist organizations have used police departments as recruiting 
grounds. What steps would you take to combat white supremacist 
affiliations or sympathies in BPD? 

 
a. Swiftly remove anyone from the force who appears at a white supremacist 
event or is part of such an investigation by instituting a zero-tolerance policy 
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b. Have officers sign a statement annually stating that they are not members 
of, nor are they sympathetic to, the efforts of white supremacist organizations 
 
c. Improve applicant and employee screening to screen out officers who are 
sympathetic to far-right and supremacist groups and who are approaching 
policing from a supremacist lens 
 
d. Provide incentives to officers for reporting racist misconduct of other 
officers, and investigate these reports. 

 
7.​ Do you support the legalization of overdose prevention centers? YES / NO  

 
YES. 

 
8.​ How do you evaluate the City’s response to the humanitarian situation at 

the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and Melnea Cass Boulevard 
(“Mass & Cass”)? 

 
The City’s response has been imperfect, but that is largely because of the scale 
and cost of the problem. A housing first model is the way forward. It is difficult 
for individuals to think about healing, recovery, medical need, or detox if they 
don’t have a place to call home. But the cost of housing is expensive. The city 
has seen success with its housing first approach at hotels where they’ve 
provided people with wraparound services. This intervention requires more 
funding from the state to solve what is a regional problem. Additionally, we 
need to re-open Long Island as a more permanent solution to responding to 
the humanitarian crisis at Mass & Cass, and I’ve written support letters for 
funding to make this happen to both federal and state agencies. 

 
9.​ What would be your priorities in reducing gun violence in the city? 

 
a. More support for non-profit institutions in high-crime areas, particularly 
nonprofits run by Black & Brown residents and/or former justice-involved 
Residents. 
 
b. Improving collection and analysis of gun violence data 
 
c. Closing existing loopholes and codifying federal rules change into MA law 
to prevent illegal guns from flowing into our communities 
 
d. More support for healing circles and mental health services to help address 
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root causes of violence—trauma, poverty, and structural racism 
 
e. Continued investments in meeting the basic needs of residents—housing, 
jobs, food access, healthcare, and a quality education 
 
f. Expanding a judge’s ability to divert a young person out of the criminal legal 
system and into another program, with more supportive services and without 
creating a juvenile record. 
 
g. More activities for young people 
 
h. Reducing interactions that residents have with the criminal legal system by 
continued use of diversion programs and non-prosecution list 

 
(F) Environment & Transportation  
 

1.​ What are your top three policy priorities for making Boston a 
climate-resilient city, and how would you ensure that equity is at the center 
of any such efforts?  

 
(1)​ Given that Boston is a heat-trapped city, we need to protect our trees, 

especially when new development is happening. 
 

(2)​ To reduce the urban heat island effect, we need to use more city land 
for community gardens and green spaces free of asphalt and cement, 
especially in Dorchester, Roxbury, and Mattapan. 

 
(3)​ We need to continue to work on neighborhood-specific coastal flooding 

plans. 
 
2.​ What steps would you take to reduce dependence on cars and better 

facilitate the ability of Bostonians to safely get around by walking, biking, 
or public transit? 

 
We need to make the T more accessible and make our roads safer for bikes. 
We need to invest in infrastructure in our roads to provide dedicated bus lanes 
and better public transportation infrastructure. We must redesign our streets 
to be more inclusive of different transportation modes, but we must do so 
equitably, especially in neighborhoods that do not currently have many public 
transportation options. 

 
3.​ Do you support the City of Boston's zoning code update requiring new 

buildings to achieve net zero carbon emissions standards upon opening?  
YES/ NO  
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YES. 

 
4.​ Do you support expanding the fare-free bus pilots and making fare-free 

buses permanent in Boston? YES / NO   
 

YES. 
 
5.​ Do you support the expansion of the network of permanent, protected bike 

lanes in the city?  YES / NO 
 

YES. 
 

6.​ Do you support expanding the renewable energy content in the Boston 
Community Choice Electricity (BCCE) program?  YES / NO   

 
YES. 

 
(G) Housing 

1.​ How would you expand affordable housing in Boston and ensure 
development without displacement? 

 
Expanding affordable housing must go hand-in-hand with preventing 
displacement. I support using City-owned land for deeply affordable and 
mixed-income housing, scaling up the Office to Residential Conversion 
Program, and advocating for a real estate transfer fee to fund affordable 
housing. We must expand direct protections like right to counsel, eviction 
prevention, and tenant opportunity to purchase, while centering the voices of 
tenant organizing groups in our policy decisions. 
 
I would increase and publicize property tax assistance and exemptions for 
seniors, and expand partnerships with nonprofits to make homeownership 
more attainable for working-class and first-generation buyers. We should also 
study a vacancy tax and consider alternatives like a land value tax (LVT) or VAT 
to discourage speculation and keep housing stock active and accessible. 
Finally, development decisions must be guided by community-led planning 
rooted in housing justice. 

 
2.​ What opportunities do you see for leveraging city-owned land for 

expanding affordable housing? 
 

Boston has a critical opportunity to use its own land to drive equitable 
development. I would prioritize partnerships with community land trusts and 
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limited equity cooperatives to create permanently affordable homeownership 
and rental models rooted in community control. We must transfer full control 
of public land from the BPDA back to City Hall to ensure greater accountability 
and transparency. 
 
City-owned land should be made available to smaller, mission-driven builders, 
community land trusts and community development corporations at low or 
no cost, with strong affordability requirements. To support this, we must 
streamline the permitting process for small- and mid-sized builders. Finally, 
we must strike a thoughtful balance between development and preserving 
essential green space for future generations. 

 
3.​ Do you support the City of Boston’s Home Rule Petition to establish a small 

transfer fee on real estate transactions over $2 million? YES / NO  If so, how 
do you plan to advocate for it at the State House?  

 
YES. 
 
I advocate for a transfer tax of 2%. I’ve offered written and in-person 
testimony at the State House in support of this HRP, and I tell groups that 
this is a cause very worthy of their advocacy if they want to move the 
needle on affordable housing. 

 
4.​ Do you support rent stabilization, i.e., limiting the amount that landlords 

can increase rent for tenants year to year? YES/ NO Do you believe that the 
City of Boston’s current Home Rule Petition goes far enough, doesn’t go far 
enough, or goes too far—and why?  

 
YES. 
 
While the current HRP could have had a lower cap on rents to further 
prevent displacement, in a political environment where any talk about rent 
stabilization or rent control is difficult, it is understandable how we landed 
at the current proposed cap. We are advancing legislation that is right now 
what we think can hopefully pass on Beacon Hill. This is going to help level 
the market and make it more predictable for tenants and landlords. 

 
5.​ Would you support a Tenant Opportunity to Purchase ordinance, enabling 

tenants to purchase a building if the owner seeks to put it on the market?  
YES/ NO  

 
YES. 
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6.​ Boston recently updated its inclusionary development policy (IDP) to raise 

the required number of income-restricted units in new developments to 
20%. Do you support this policy? YES/ NO  

 
YES. 

 
7.​ Do you support requiring that a majority of new affordable units be built 

on-site, in order to ensure communities are diverse and integrated?  YES/ 
NO  

 
YES. 

 
8.​ Would you support expanding the City’s Condo Conversion ordinance to 

cover buildings with 2 or 3 units, ensuring that more tenants can access 
protections against displacement? YES/ NO 

 
YES. 

 
9.​ Massachusetts recently passed legislation to enable renters to get eviction 

records sealed. What steps would you take to ensure that renters know of 
this new right?  

 
We should integrate this information into existing city outreach efforts, 
starting with the Housing Stability Notification Act, which already requires 
landlords to inform tenants of their rights. We can also include it in the rental 
inspection process and partner with housing advocates, legal aid groups, and 
neighborhood organizations to ensure widespread awareness through 
multilingual, accessible materials. Every renter should know this right exists 
and how to use it. 

 
10.​ What specific steps would you take to expand access to supportive housing 

for individuals experiencing homelessness, people with disabilities, and 
those with mental health needs in our community? 

 
First, we must demystify homelessness, considering nearly half of all 
Americans experience housing insecurity at some point in their lives. 
Supportive housing is not just sound policy; it’s a compassionate commitment 
to the dignity of our neighbors who need extra care. I would advocate for 
increased funding for permanent supportive housing, expand partnerships 
with service providers, and prioritize City-owned land for housing 
developments that integrate wraparound services. We must also ensure our 
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zoning and permitting processes support these efforts and work to remove 
stigma through public education and inclusive planning. 

 
11.​ Do you support the current Squares + Streets process? YES/ NO What is one 

change you would make to the current process? 
 

YES.  
 
I believe that development, especially in the hubs of our neighborhood, is 
good. We are in a housing crisis, and we need to do the work of building 
houses. We do need to also ensure that we are not causing displacement, 
so we should have measures to prevent displacement, such as 
commitment from developers to not increase rents. 

 
12.​ Boston recently eliminated parking minimums for affordable housing 

developments. Would you support eliminating parking minimums for all 
residential developments? YES/ NO  

 
YES. 

 
13.​ The City of Boston is currently assessing possible reforms to the Article 80 

process. What do you view as the appropriate role of community 
engagement in the development process, and how do you weigh 
community input against other factors when considering a development?  

 
Changes to Article 80 should include new outreach to residents who may be 
unfamiliar with how the city regulates development. We must ensure that we 
listen to community voices and concerns and integrate them into planning for 
these projects to expand housing for all and to ensure a fair distribution 
throughout all neighborhoods in our city. 

 
 
(H) Democracy  

 
1.​ How can Boston increase youth/college turnout in municipal elections?  

 
Boston can boost youth and college voter turnout by investing more in public 
awareness and civic engagement campaigns, especially those led by and for 
young people. We should also support same-day voter registration to remove 
unnecessary barriers to participation. In the long term, we must explore 
expanding the franchise to ensure more residents can have a voice in local 
government decisions that directly affect their lives. 
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2.​ Do you support allowing 16- and 17-year-olds the right to vote in municipal 

elections?  YES/ NO  
 

YES.  
 
3.​ Would you support Charter Change to allow for Ranked Choice Voting in 

Boston? YES/ NO  
 

YES.  
 

4.​ Do you support making hybrid access to public meetings permanent? YES/ 
NO  

 
YES.  

 
5.​ The current administration has been revoking student visas of international 

students for exercising rights protected under the First Amendment to 
criticize US foreign policy and specifically Israel's war on Gaza. But this 
attack is less a radical break from than an escalation of past tactics from 
politics of both parties and university administrations to criminalize dissent, 
especially around US policy on Israel. How will you proactively oppose 
efforts to criminalize dissent and protect the civil liberties of all residents? 

 
Civil liberties are the cornerstone of our democracy. I’ve worked closely with 
the ACLU of Massachusetts on initiatives like the Surveillance Oversight 
Ordinance, regulations around AI use in city government, and hearings on 
information-sharing with federal agencies. The First Amendment is among 
our most sacred rights, and we must protect it, especially for those who would 
weaponize it against others. I will continue to stand firmly against any effort to 
criminalize dissent or target individuals for speaking out, including 
international students and immigrant communities. We must reject attempts 
to curtail or diminish free speech and instead defend it universally. 

 
6.​ The Trump Administration has used the threat of withholding funding to 

universities to demand, among other policies, a ban on masking which has 
been used by students to obscure their identities during protests against 
the genocide in Gaza in response to doxxing, harrassment, and now, the 
threat of deportation. A municipal "Right to Mask" ordinance would remove 
this decision from universities. Will you support a Right to Mask ordinance 
to protect students from doxing for participating in peaceful protests?  YES/ 
NO 
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Likely. Efforts to ban masks undermine both public health and the right to 
privacy, particularly in an era of mass surveillance and digital harassment. 
Masking is first and foremost a public health choice, especially for those 
who are immunocompromised or at risk. 

 
 
(I) Inclusive Boston 
 

1.​ Name three accomplishments you've been able to achieve to advance racial 
justice or equity. 

 
a. Supporting Returning Citizens: I led efforts to create and fund a modern 
Office of Returning Citizens, and I continue to champion its codification into 
municipal code to affirm its permanence in city government. I've also fought 
to preserve funding for grants, vital documents, housing, and employment 
support for returning residents. 
 
b. Advocating for Immigrant Justice: I actively organized against the use of 
Title 42, both statewide and nationally, and was proud to see collective 
advocacy lead to its repeal in April 2022. Ending this racist and inhumane 
policy was a necessary first step, and now we must now deepen our 
commitment to asylum seekers and immigrant communities through 
intentional and sustained support. 
 
c. Expanding Equity in Business and Licensing: I’ve prioritized uplifting Black- 
and brown-owned small businesses by addressing disparities in liquor license 
access. I successfully petitioned for new licenses at the Bolling Building and 
Strand Theatre, and alongside Councilor Worrell we secured 225 additional 
licenses for historically excluded neighborhoods, unlocking economic 
opportunity in underserved communities. 

 
2.​ The Trump administration has previously used the threat of withholding 

federal funding to pressure cities into complying with federal policies that 
may be contrary to the values of progressive governance—such as 
sanctuary city policies, protections for LGBTQ+ residents, DEI policies, or 
environmental regulations. If faced with such a scenario, how would you 
respond? Specifically, what strategies would you employ to resist federal 
overreach while protecting critical services and funding for residents? 

 
I support Mayor Wu joining multi-city lawsuits against the Federal 
administration, such as the legal challenge to HUD’s unlawful attempt to 
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withhold $48 million for housing and homelessness services. In moments like 
these, it’s essential that we defend our values through legal action and 
regional coalitions. I would continue to support litigation, legislative advocacy, 
and public messaging to push back on federal overreach. At the same time, 
we must build a responsible and resilient city budget, one that safeguards 
critical services, accounts for fiscal uncertainty, and protects vulnerable 
programs from politically motivated threats.  

 
3.​ Will you fight to ensure that shelters in Boston do not preemptively comply 

with any trans-exclusive federal directives? YES/ NO   
 

YES.  
 
4.​ What steps would you propose to reduce Boston’s income and wealth 

inequality, especially the racial wealth gap?  
 

●​ Expand first-time and first-generation homebuyer programs and support 
at-risk homeowners to build and preserve wealth. 

●​ Lease public land and space in public buildings at little or no cost to emerging 
nonprofits in low-income areas that provide youth employment and 
community spaces. 

●​ Invest in the creative economy—our arts, culture, and music—as a vehicle for 
wealth-building, especially for BIPOC and young residents.  

●​ Create welcoming, inclusive spaces and culturally-relevant programming to 
retain young talent and prevent Boston’s brain drain.  

●​ Support UBI pilot programs, like the City of Chelsea.  
●​ Support and expand Participatory Budgeting to give residents a greater direct 

voice in City spending. 
●​ Align job training programs with in-demand industries and increase 

internship pipelines from vocational schools and youth programs. 
 
5.​ What steps can the Council take to achieve greater diversity in City 

contracting?  
 

●​ Support the expansion of the Sheltered Market Program to level the playing 
field for historically underrepresented businesses. 

●​ Back additional disparity studies to legally support multi-classification goals, 
including LGBTQ-owned, disability-owned, and immigrant-owned businesses, 
not just MWBEs. 

●​ Incorporate prior vendors’ contracting history and performance metrics to 
drive more equitable distribution of City contracts. 
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●​ Require each department to proactively assess future procurement needs and 
conduct targeted outreach to diverse suppliers. 

●​ Modernize and strengthen the City’s supplier diversity program. 
●​ Apply and expand on lessons learned from the “MassPort Model” and require 

bidders to incorporate Diversity and Inclusion plans into their proposals, 
alongside traditional criteria like design and financial capabilities, and further 
break up prime contracts into smaller and more diverse subcontractors. 

 
6.​ Will you support legislation to protect residents from the discriminatory use 

of algorithms and AI? YES/ NO   

YES.  
 

 
(J)  Additional Comments  
 
(Use this space to make any final comments you deem important for progressive 
voters assessing your candidacy.)  
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