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OVERVIEW 
 

We view our questionnaire as an educational resource, for both candidates and 
voters, on progressive approaches to the issues. It provides candidates the 
opportunity to address a number of important issues beyond the surface talking 
points and provides progressive voters an extremely valuable resource when 
making a decision.  
 
Our Questionnaire starts with an “About You” section and ends with an opportunity 
for you to include additional remarks beyond what we asked.  
 
The bulk of our questionnaire is focused on the issues outlined in our Progressive 
Platform, which also inform our Legislative Agenda. We are interested in your 
overall philosophy as well as your views on specific policy and legislation.  
 
Each section features charts or graphs (with links to sources) that illustrate one or 
more facets of the issue under discussion.  
 
Each section contains open-ended questions and YES/NO questions. If the question 
is a YES/NO question, please answer either YES or NO. If you leave a question 
blank, your answer will be recorded as a NO. Feel free to expand your answers, but 
please keep answers < 150 words and use your own words (we want 
human-generated answers, not AI-generated).  
 
Issue Subsections:  

A.​ Revenue and Taxation 
B.​ Jobs and the Economy 
C.​ Education  
D.​ Health Care 
E.​ Housing 
F.​ Community Safety  
G.​ A Humane Immigration System  
H.​ A Welcoming Society  
I.​ Good Government and Strong Democracy  
J.​ Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental Protection 
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I. About You & Your Governing Approach 
 

1. Why are you running for office? And what would be your top 3 priorities if elected? 
 

CONTINUING REFORM OF OUR CARCERAL SYSTEM, HOUSING PRODUCTION AND 
AFFORDABILITY, CENSUS 2030. ADDITIONALLY SEVERAL KEY DISTRICT 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS. 

 
2. What prepares you to serve in this capacity? 
 

EXPERIENCE DELIVERING MAJOR LEGISLATIVE RESULTS IN SESSION AFTER SESSION. 
EVERY YEAR, I HAVE BEEN GETTING MORE EFFECTIVE AS A LEGISLATOR. PARTICIPATING 
IN SENATE LEADERSHIP HAS HELPED ME TO MORE DEEPLY UNDERSTAND THE 
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS. 

 
3. Do you consider yourself progressive, and if so, how would you define “progressive”?  
 

I DO USE THIS TERM IN DESCRIBING MYSELF, ALTHOUGH I AM UNCOMFORTABLE WITH 
LABELS. TO ME IT MEANS CARING FOR PEOPLE -- THEIR NEEDS, THEIR LIBERTY, AND 
THEIR DIGNITY. 

 
4. What do you view as the biggest obstacles to passing progressive policy at the state 
level, and how do you plan to overcome these obstacles? 
 

WE HAVE PASSED A HUGE RANGE OF PROGRESSIVE POLICIES IN MASSACHUSETTS. WE 
ARE A VERY PROGRESSIVE STATE. TO THE EXTENT SOME POLICIES ARE NOT ADOPTED, 
IT REFLECTS THE DIVERSITY OF VIEWS IN THE LEGISLATURE AS TO THOSE PARTICULAR 
POLICIES. 

 
5. What is one policy pioneered by another state (or at the municipal level) that you 
would like to see Massachusetts adopt? 
 

CORRECTIONAL INSPECTOR GENERAL. I HAVE MODELED A GOOD DRAFT FOR 
MASSACHUSETTS ON OTHER STATES. WE NEED A CORRECTIONAL INSPECTOR GENERAL 
TO BRING SUNSHINE INTO THE CORRECTIONAL SYSTEM – IT’S GOOD FOR LEGISLATORS 
TO VISIT, BUT WE NEED A STRUCTURAL TRANSPARENCY SOLUTION. 

 
6. Provide an example of a time that you built a broad coalition to achieve a desired 
outcome. 
 

LANDMARK CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORMS OF 2018. I WORKED COLLABORATIVELY WITH 
KEY CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACTIVISTS AS WELL AS WITH OTHER LEGISLATORS TO PUT 
TOGETHER A VERY COMPREHENSIVE BILL THAT TRANSFORMED OUR CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE SYSTEM. 
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7. (For incumbents only) Each year, Progressive Massachusetts compiles a scorecard of 
key roll call votes, available at https://scorecard.progressivemass.com. Please use this 
space to explain any discrepancies between your votes and the progressive position. 
 

GOALS ARE USUALLY ALIGNED WITH PROGRESSIVE POLICIES, BUT SOMETIMES I 
PERCEIVE THAT PARTICULAR POLICIES ARE NOT FEASIBLE OR HAVE POTENTIAL 
UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES. 

 
8. (For challengers or candidates in open races only) How do you see yourself as similar to 
or different from the current holder of the office you are running for? 
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II. The Issues 
 
A. Revenue and Taxation 

Although Massachusetts has developed the moniker of “Taxachusetts,” our history shows 
the opposite. Between 1977 and 2016, Massachusetts reduced state taxes by more than all 
but two other states. Because of income tax cuts enacted between 1998 and 2002, 
Massachusetts lost over $4 billion in tax revenue each year—$4 billion not invested in our 
roads, bridges, schools, parks, and services. Such cuts to the state income tax, combined 
with low corporate income taxes compared to other states, have meant increasing 
reliance on regressive taxes and fees and curtailing our ability to invest in vital 
infrastructure. It also restricts legislators’ ability—and willingness—to pass new and 
visionary legislation, as there is a continual shortage of funds for existing priorities.  
 
Although we saw a welcome shift when MA voters passed the Fair Share Amendment 
and added more progressivity to our tax code, the Legislature in 2023 voted to give tax 
cuts to multi-million-dollar estates, large corporations, and day traders, blunting the full 
impact of the win. We cannot tax-cut our way into competitiveness; MA strengthens our 
competitiveness when we invest in our people and infrastructure.  
 
Moreover, Massachusetts faces the threat of steep federal budget cuts, but given that we 
have the same GDP as the country of Sweden, we have the ability to raise the revenue to 
meet needs if we have the will to do so.  
 

 
 

Even with the recently passed Fair Share Amendment, the top 1% still pay a lower effective tax 
rate than the bottom 95%.  

 
 
 

Even as corporations are securing an increasing share of total income, their share of 
taxes has been falling.  
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1.​ What principles do you bring to considerations of state revenue and tax policy? How 

should we raise more revenue to adequately fund our communities for the future? 
 

I SEE TAX POLICY AT THE STATE LEVEL AS PRIMARILY ABOUT RAISING REVENUE 
FOR NECESSARY SERVICES IN SIMPLE AND TRANSPARENT BROAD BASED TAXES. 
WE NEED DEEP REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. HOWEVER, REDISTRIBUTION 
NEEDS TO HAPPEN PRIMARILY AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL, BECAUSE STATES 
COMPRISE A SMALL PART OF TOTAL GOVERNMENT SPENDING AND TOTAL 
TAXES PAID. REAL REDISTRIBUTION REQUIRES THE SPENDING AND TAXING 
POWER OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 
 
AN ADDITIONAL CONSTRAINT ON STATES TAXING WEALTH VERY HEAVILY IS THAT 
WEALTHY PEOPLE CAN LEAVE THE STATE. IT IS HARDER TO SHELTER INCOME 
OFFSHORE, SO HIGHER FEDERAL TAX RATES ARE SUSTAINABLE. 
 
I NEVER CONSIDER TAX QUESTIONS IN ISOLATION – EACH QUESTION HAS TO BE 
CONSIDERED IN THE CONTEXT OF LARGER TAX PACKAGES WHERE MULTIPLE 
CONSIDERATIONS CAN BE BALANCED. DECISIONS ABOUT TAX POLICY ALSO 
NEED TO BE MADE IN CONTEXT OF PARTICULAR ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. 
SEE THIS THREAD FOR APPROXIMATELY 50 DISCUSSIONS OF TAX ISSUES IN 
APPROPRIATE CONTEXT: https://willbrownsberger.com/category/budget/taxes/ 

 
2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 

your principles on revenue and taxation (legislation, community work, published 
writings, etc.). 

 
3.​ Corporate Tax Breaks. Corporate tax breaks cost Massachusetts more than $1 billion 

in foregone revenue each year. Which of the following steps would you support? 
 

a.​ Repealing any tax break that does not provide the intended benefits in a 
cost-effective manner?  YES 
 

b.​ Establishing sunset dates for all tax breaks to require periodic review?  
CERTAINLY PERIODIC REVIEW IS GOOD. NOT SURE ABOUT GOING BACK 
AND SETTING EXPIRATION DATES ON ALL TAX BREAKS. SOME “BREAKS” 
ARE FEATURES OF THE REVENUE SYSTEM THAT SHOULD REMAIN STABLE.  

 
 

c.​ Ending the current sales tax exemptions for aircraft and aircraft parts, which 
costs the Commonwealth approximately $30 million each year?  NO. 
AIRCRAFT OWNERS CAN SHOP ANYWHERE THEY FLY TO AVOID TAXES. 
 

4.​ Corporate Disclosure. Would you support legislation to make publicly accessible the 
reports that are already filed annually by publicly traded corporations, detailing their 
sales, profits, taxable income, and taxes paid?  NOT SURE WHAT THESE ARE.  

 
5.​ Corporate Fair Share. Large multinational corporations like Amazon and Walmart 

hide significant profits offshore in order to avoid paying taxes here in Massachusetts 
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and in other states. Would you support legislation to increase the amount of offshored 
corporate income subject to MA’s corporate income tax to 50%, the maximum 
allowable amount and the amount taxed by most of our neighboring states?  NOT 
SURE -- AS NOTED ABOVE THIS SHOULD BE DECIDED IN A PACKAGE AND IN AN 
ECONOMIC CONTEXT. 
 
 

6.​ Taxing Extreme Wealth. Would you support the establishment of a Massachusetts 
wealth tax, which applies only to extremely rich taxpayers (with a threshold of at least 
$100 million) and taxes them on a percentage (e.g., 1% annually) of their wealth above 
the threshold?   NO. THEY WILL LEAVE. 
 

7.​ Digital Ads Tax. Would you support imposing new tax targeted at large companies 
that amass our personal data, either through a data-mining excise tax or a tax 
on digital advertising, as introduced or passed in states like New York and Washington 
State?   I’M QUEASY ABOUT THIS – I FEEL IT COULD BE HARD TO DEFINE AND 
COLLECT.  
 

8.​ Preventing Regressive Tax Cuts. Massachusetts needs to raise new revenue to 
advance a progressive agenda. At the same time, we also need to fight regressive tax 
cuts that weaken our public services. 
 

a.​ MA stands to lose hundreds of millions of dollars  in revenue each year due to 
corporate tax cuts in Trump’s Big Ugly Bill that will automatically enter the MA 
tax code. Do you support permanently decoupling the state tax code from 
these federal changes?    NO. WE SHOULDN’T BE THAT FAR OUT OF STEP 
WITH OTHER STATES.  
 

b.​ Will you oppose the corporate lobby’s ballot question to reduce the state 
income tax, a measure which would cost the state $5 billion a year?  YES  
 

c.​ Will you oppose the corporate lobby’s ballot question to reform the state tax 
collection cap law (62F) in order to make the state more frequently hit the cap 
and lose out on critical investments?  YES  
 

9.​ Rainy Day Fund. Massachusetts will see significant budget cuts next year due to 
Trump’s Big Ugly Bill. Would you support using 15% of the rainy day fund in order to 
prevent cuts?   TOTALLY A CONTEXTUAL CALL.THAT WE ARE NOT READY TO MAKE. 

 
10.​ PILOT Reform. Do you support enabling cities and towns to require large tax-exempt 

not-for-profit institutions (i.e., with property valued at or above $15M) to make 
payments in lieu of taxes to the municipality equal to 25 percent of the amount that 
would be paid if they were not exempt?   YES, BUT THIS IS A NON-STARTER 
POLITICALLY – I’VE FILED AND PUSHED FOR IT IN THE PAST UNSUCCESSFULLY.   
 

11.​ Public Bank. Would you support the creation of a Massachusetts public bank 
chartered to provide cost-effective financing for small businesses and municipalities, 
land trusts and cooperatives, and climate adaptation/remediation projects?   NOT A 
GENERAL PURPOSE PUBLIC BANK – I AM SKEPTICAL THAT WE CAN DO THIS 
BETTER THAN EXISTING BANKS. I AM OK WITH THE CLIMATE BANK.  
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B. Jobs and the Economy 
Massachusetts ranks as one of the top ten most unequal states, as the gains from economic 
growth have disproportionately benefited the already well-off. Compounding this, we are one 
of the most expensive states in the country for health care, housing, and child care, all of 
which strain wages. A strong economy depends on strong wages, as workers spend and help 
local economies thrive. Although Massachusetts now has a $15 minimum wage, a living wage 
for a single adult without children is now $27.89 per hour.   

 
In recent decades, unions have been under attack nationally. However, unions played—and 
continue to play—a pivotal role in creating a strong middle class. With weaker unions (or no 
unions at all) come weaker social and economic rights and an imbalanced economy. 
Strengthening the rights and power of labor is essential to an economy that works for all.  

 
 

 
Productivity has grown significantly since the 1970s, but it is not being reflected in higher 

wages.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://archive.massbudget.org/reports/swma/ 
 

The minimum wage in Massachusetts is well below a living wage. (Source)  
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1.​ Share your principles and proposals regarding creating good-paying jobs for all and 

reducing inequality in the Commonwealth.  
 

CREATING GOOD PAYING JOBS IS THE BEST WAY TO REDUCE INEQUALITY (AS 
OPPOSED TO COMPLEX REDISTRIBUTIVE MECHANISMS WHICH OFTEN 
BACKFIRE) 

 
2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 

your principles on creating good-paying jobs for all and reducing inequality 
(legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

 
I HAVE LED IN REFORM OF NON-COMPETE AGREEMENTS THAT LIMIT PEOPLE’S 
ABILITY TO WORK. 

 
3.​ Livable Wages. Although Massachusetts now has a $15 minimum wage, that is still 

not a living wage in much of Massachusetts, and $15 has lost a lot of value due to high 
inflation. Do you support the following steps…?  

a.​ Raising the minimum wage to $20 per hour?    
b.​ Eliminating subminimum wages?   
c.​ Ensuring that the minimum wage law applies to municipal workers?     
d.​ Indexing the minimum wage to inflation?    

 
MINIMUM WAGE IS HARD TO SET. IN PRACTICE IT HAS TO BE SET IN A 
NEGOTIATION WITH THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY WHO WILL RETALIATE 
AGAINST UNAFFORDABLE WAGE INCREASES BY PUTTING UNREASONABLE TAX 
CUT PROPOSALS ON THE BALLOT. I’M NOT SURE WHAT THE RIGHT MINIMUM 
WAGE IS, BUT I’D LIKE TO SEE IT GO UP. 

 
4.​ Wage Theft. Do you support holding businesses responsible for the wage violations of 

their subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the 
company's operations?   YES, I THINK SO, BUT I KNOW THAT THE DEVIL IS IN THE 
DETAILS ON HOW VIOLATIONS ARE DETERMINED. 

 
5.​ Paid Leave for All Workers. In 2018, MA passed the strongest paid family and medical 

leave law in the country. However, the law did not include municipal workers or 
graduate student workers. Would you support extending the law to make sure that all 
workers have access to these vital benefits?   YES, I THINK SO, BUT WE HAVE TO BE 
CAREFUL ABOUT HOW ELIGIBILITY IS DEFINED IN THE STUDENT CONTEXT AND 
ABOUT UNFUNDED COST INCREASES ON THE MUNICIPAL SIDE. 
 

6.​ Paid Time Off. The US is the only advanced industrial country where workers are not 
guaranteed paid time off. Would you support legislation to require employers to offer 
full-time employees at least two weeks of paid time off each year, which they can use 
for any reason with no loss of pay?  SEE ANSWER ON MINIMUM WAGE. 
 

7.​ Right to Strike. Would you support legislation to legalize the right to strike for public 
employees (with the exception of public safety personnel) after six months of failed 
negotiations with their employer?  NO 
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8.​ State House Unionization. Would you support legislation to extend collective 
bargaining rights to State House staff?   NO 
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C. Education 
 
Massachusetts parents and caregivers face the highest child care and early education costs of 
any state in the US. The average annual cost of infant care in Massachusetts is more than half 
of what a full-time minimum wage worker earns in a year. These costs are prohibitively 
expensive for low- and middle-income families, who are forced to choose between making 
ends meet and saving for the future on one hand, or affording child care on the other. 
 
Public education plays a fundamental role in democracy, cultivating informed, well-rounded 
community members and providing the knowledge and skills needed for economic mobility 
and opportunity. Although our public education system gets high marks overall, it remains 
one of the most unequal in the country, with significant opportunity and resource divides 
based on income and race. In 2019, Massachusetts passed the Student Opportunity Act to 
update the formula for state aid to public school districts and correct these inequities, but 
schools have faced added strains due to the pandemic and inflation.  
 
Public education has also been under attack by powerful corporate interests seeking to 
undermine public schools, teachers, and unions. These groups invest millions of dollars to 
promote the expansion of privately run charter schools, which siphon money from our public 
K-12 districts while largely excluding students with the greatest needs. Costly, mandated 
standardized test results are used to label schools as “failing” and justify these privatization 
schemes. State receiverships in struggling school districts take power away from 
communities and often facilitate privatization schemes that could never achieve democratic 
support. 
 
At the same time, our understanding of education has also broadened. No longer do we only 
talk about K-12 education; rather, most of the fastest-growing occupations require education 
beyond a high school diploma. Massachusetts has been disinvesting from public higher 
education for the past two decades, leading to higher tuition costs and putting students at 
risk of long-term debt (if they are even still able to attend). Our public colleges and 
opportunities are an economic engine for local economies as well as a pathway to economic 
opportunity, and when that opportunity is cut off for students, we all lose out. 
 

 
Standardized test scores have a very strong correlation with the income of the school 

district. (Source) 
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Massachusetts has been disinvesting from higher education and shifting the cost 
burden onto students. (Source)  

 

1.​ Please share your principles and proposals regarding public education.  
 

I AM A STRONG SUPPORTER OF PUBLIC EDUCATION. I ENTERED POLITICS AT 
THE GRASS ROOTS LEVEL TO SUPPORT SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION REMAINS A 
TOP PRIORITY. I HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO RAISING SCHOOL FUNDING 
SUBSTANTIALLY AT BOTH THE LOCAL AND STATE LEVEL. 
 
MANY OF THE QUESTIONS BELOW ASK ABOUT SUPPORT FOR PARTICULAR 
PROGRAMS. THESE ARE ALL HIGH PRIORITIES FOR ME, BUT OF COURSE THERE 
ARE COMPETING SPENDING PRIORITIES. 

 
2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 

your principles on public education. 
 

3.​ Affordable Child Care. Would you support legislation to make child care free for 
low-income families and ensure that no family has to pay more than 7% of their 
income on child care?  YES  
 

4.​ Universal Pre-K. Would you support creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any 
resident of Massachusetts, integrated into the public school system?  YES  

 
5.​ Charter Schools. Charter schools siphon millions of dollars for public education away 

from public schools and create a two-track system of public schools described by the 
national NAACP as “separate and unequal.” Do you support keeping the cap on 
charter schools?   YES  
 

6.​ K-12 Education Funding. Our public schools are losing out on the full benefits of 
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increased funding due to a glitch in how the Chapter 70 formula treats inflation. The 
combination of several years of high inflation and an inflation cap in education 
funding calculations has locked in lower levels of aid to districts. Do you support fixing 
this gap and ensuring that our school districts get the funding they deserve?  YES  
 

7.​ Receivership. The Lawrence Public Schools and Southbridge Public Schools are 
currently under state receivership, with a state-appointed receiver assuming the 
powers of a superintendent or democratically elected school committee. The state 
takeover has not produced sustainable gains and has at times been characterized by 
chronic mismanagement. Would you support ending the practice of state 
receivership and returning power to democratically elected school committees?  NO, 
RECEIVERSHIP IS AN IMPORTANT TOOL TO PROTECT KIDS WHEN COMMUNITY 
ADULTS FAIL TO TAKE GOOD CARE OF THEM. 
 

8.​ Guaranteed Education for Incarcerated Youth. Would you support legislation to 
mandate that at least 6 hours of credited daily education is available for all 
incarcerated, school-aged youth, including those with IEPs?  THIS IS AN IMPORTANT 
POPULATION AND I STRONGLY SUPPORT THEM GETTING DAILY EDUCATION. DYS 
DOES THIS. NOT SURE ON HOURS RULES.  

 
9.​ Comprehensive Sex Education. Do you support requiring public schools to provide 

age-appropriate, medically accurate information that is inclusive of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities and includes topics such as consent and the 
effective use of contraception?  YES  

 
10.​ Inclusive Curricula. Our educational curricula must speak to students’ lived 

experiences and recognize and celebrate the diversity of our Commonwealth.  
 

a.​ Racially Inclusive Curricula. Would you support legislation to ensure that 
instruction in K-12 education shall include the teaching of accurate histories, 
writings, and contributions of racial and ethnic groups that have been 
historically underrepresented or marginalized?   YES  
 

b.​ LGBTQ-Inclusive Curricula. Would you support legislation to ensure that 
Massachusetts public schools include sufficient instruction on the histories, 
roles, and contributions of LGBTQ individuals in the history of this country and 
the Commonwealth?   YES  

 
YES, ALTHOUGH IT DEPENDS ON AVAILABILITY OF INSTRUCTION TIME. I 
CERTAINLY SUPPORT ACCURATE AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION. 

 
11.​Redistributing Institutional Wealth. Would you support legislation that would levy a 

small excise tax on private college and university endowments above $1B to fund free 
public higher education for all in-state students?  PROBABLY NOT. THIS WOULD 
LIKELY MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THESE INSTITUTIONS TO RAISE DEDICATED 
GRANT FUNDS.  
 

12.​Debt-Free Higher Ed. Would you support legislation to guarantee Massachusetts 
residents can graduate Massachusetts’ public colleges and trade schools completely 
free of student loan debt?   YES. PROUD WE COULD DO THIS FOR  COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE. 
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13.​ Supporting Public Higher Ed Faculty. Would you support ensuring that adjunct 

faculty and part-time staff are eligible for state health care and retirement benefits?    
YES TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE TO FUND. 
 

14.​ Student Protest & Academic Freedom. Will you support the unequivocal rights of 
students and faculty to peaceful protest and freedom of expression in Massachusetts' 
public and private institutions of higher education?   OF COURSE, IN THEORY, BUT 
THIS IS A FRAUGHT QUESTION – THERE ARE MANY LIMITS THAT ARE 
APPROPRIATE. I DO NOT SUPPORT FREEDOM TO MAKE STATEMENTS THAT ARE 
RACIST, HOMOPHOBIC, ANTI-SEMITIC, ETC.  
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D.  Health Care 
 
Massachusetts has led the way in providing near universal health insurance coverage, with 
97% of the state having health insurance. But until that is 100%, we haven’t reached truly 
universal coverage or tackled critical barriers to accessing care. Disparities in insurance 
coverage and health care access continue to exist along income, racial, and education lines. 
Premiums continue to rise, and high deductibles mean that many do not get the health care 
they need—or suffer from long-lasting debt if they do. We still spend an oversized portion of 
public and private money on health care, but without necessarily achieving better health 
outcomes.  

Cost-sharing has risen faster than claims paid by employers, and 
premiums are rising faster than inflation.  

 

Almost half of Massachusetts residents are facing affordability 
issues with accessing health care.  
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1.​ Please share your values, principles, and proposals regarding health care access and 
equity.  
 

HEALTH CARE IS A BASIC HUMAN NEED LIKE FOOD AND SHELTER AND WE 
WANT EVERYONE TO HAVE ACCESS TO IT. WE DO RELATIVELY WELL IN  
MASSACHUSETTS WITH MASS HEALTH, COVERING 30% OF THE POPULATION, 
BUT MANY ARE STILL STRUGGLING TO PAY FOR HEALTH CARE, ESPECIALLY SELF- 
EMPLOYED PEOPLE. TODAY, FOR SOME WORKING PEOPLE, HEALTH CARE COSTS 
MORE THAN RENT. THIS IS A VERY TROUBLING REALITY. 
 
IT WOULD BE WONDERFUL TO MOVE TO MEDICARE FOR ALL OR SOME OTHER 
SINGLE PAYER MODEL, BUT THESE ARE NOT PRACTICAL OPTIONS AT THE STATE 
LEVEL. MASS HEALTH IS ALREADY CLOSE TO HALF OUR BUDGET. WE WANT TO 
DO THE BEST WE CAN WITHIN OUR EXISTING FRAMEWORK TO HOLD DOWN 
COSTS FOR EVERYONE AND THIS IS A CONSTANT BATTLE IN THE LEGISLATURE. 
 

2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 
your principles on health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 
 

3.​ Single Payer. Would you support legislation to enact a single payer health care 
system in Massachusetts, which would guarantee health insurance as a right?  NO. 
THIS IS A FALSE HOPE AT THE STATE LEVEL 
 

4.​ Medical Debt. States like Connecticut and Arizona have taken action, in partnership 
with RIP Medical Debt, to eliminate medical debt for hundreds of thousands of 
working-class residents. Would you advocate for similar action in Massachusetts?  I’M 
NOT SURE ON THIS. CERTAINLY DESIRABLE. ONE THING THAT MAY BE MORE 
DIRECTLY FEASIBLE TO REDUCE THE IMPACT OF MEDICAL DEBT ON CREDIT 
RATINGS. 
 

5.​ Full Spectrum Pregnancy Care. Would you support requiring health insurance plans 
to cover all pregnancy care (including prenatal care, childbirth, and postpartum care), 
without any kind of cost-sharing, building on the recent mandate to require coverage 
for abortion and abortion-related care?  I THINK SO. THERE MAY BE SOME  
WRINKLES. 
 

6.​ Abortion Access - 1 . Young people under sixteen seeking an abortion must obtain 
parental consent or judicial authorization. While most young people involve their 
parents, many cannot, causing delays to timely medical care and counseling. Scared 
teens may also turn to dangerous measures: going out of state or risking their lives 
and health with illegal or self-induced abortion. Would you support repealing this 
restriction on young people’s access to abortion?    I THINK THE RECENT 
COMPROMISE WE REACHED ON THIS WAS REASONABLE.  
 

7.​ Abortion Access - 2. Despite recent overdue updates to abortion care protections in 
Massachusetts, dozens of patients have to travel out of state every year for necessary 
care. Would you support expanding abortion access after 24 weeks of pregnancy 
when in the best professional judgement of a licensed physician?   I THINK THE 
RECENT COMPROMISE WE REACHED ON THIS WAS REASONABLE.  
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8.​ Anti-Abortion Centers. In Massachusetts, anti-abortion centers (also known as crisis 
pregnancy centers), which have a politically-motivated agenda to dissuade and delay 
patients from accessing abortion care, outnumber abortion clinics by more than 2 to 1. 
These centers scare and shame pregnant people considering abortion care and often 
oppose birth control and emergency contraception. Would you commit to opposing 
any Massachusetts government support and funding for such centers?   YES  
 

9.​ Overdose Prevention Centers. An essential part of addressing the opioid crisis, 
overdose prevention centers allow medical professionals to respond to overdoses and 
engage participants in medical and behavioral health services. Would you support the 
legalization of overdose prevention centers?  YES. I HAVE BEEN A LEADER ON THIS. 
 

10.​Vaccination. Would you support legislation to eliminate non-medical exemptions to 
the routine vaccines for children required for school entry, as our neighbors in Maine, 
Connecticut, and New York have already done?   I AM NOT COMPLETELY 
COMFORTABLE WITH THIS. I THINK THESE EXEMPTIONS ARE ABUSED, BUT IN A 
FEW CASES PEOPLE HAVE AUTHENTIC RELIGIOUS SCRUPLES THAT I WANT TO 
RESPECT. THE REAL BARRIERS TO VACCINATION ARE POVERTY AND HEALTH 
CARE ACCESS. 
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E. Housing 
 
Massachusetts has a lot to offer, but that does little if people can’t afford to live here. The US 
News & World Report’s annual state rankings put Massachusetts at #40 in housing 
affordability (and #47 in cost of living). To rent the average 2-bedroom apartment in 
Massachusetts requires an income equal to $41.64 per hour, more than twice the minimum 
wage. A minimum-wage worker in Massachusetts would need to work 91 hours each week to 
afford a modest 1-bedroom rental home at fair market rent. 
 
Home ownership has become increasingly out of reach, as the state’s median home price is 
approximately $600,000. In more than 20 communities, the median home price recently 
passed $1 million. Meanwhile, we have some of the most restrictive zoning laws in the 
country, making it difficult to build more housing to meet the needs of a growing population.  
 
The high cost of housing has led to displacement, and in a growing number of municipalities, 
the local workforce can no longer afford to live there.  
 
 
 

With rental increases far outpacing wage increases, many are left with housing 
instability.  

 

 
 

The overreliance of single-family housing in suburban development, as opposed to 
denser or multi-family housing, makes communities unaffordable. 
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1.​ Please share your principles and proposals regarding affordable housing and housing 

affordability in the Commonwealth.  
 

SUBSIDIZED HOUSING CURRENTLY ACCOUNTS FOR ONLY ABOUT 10% OF THE 
ANNUAL HOUSING PRODUCTION THAT WE ARE TARGETING (2000 OUT OF 20000 
UNITS). THERE IS NO FEASIBLE WAY TO INCREASE THAT SHARE ABOVE 3000 OR 
SO. WE HAVE TO DEPEND ON PRIVATE CAPITAL TO BUILD MORE MARKET RATE 
HOUSING IF WE ARE GOING TO ACHIEVE OUR HOUSING PRODUCTION GOALS. 
THAT MEANS WE HAVE TO MAKE MASSACHUSETTS ATTRACTIVE FOR POTENTIAL 
INVESTORS IN HOUSING PRODUCTION. 
 
ADDITIONALLY, WE NEED TO FOCUS ON HELPING LOW/MIDDLE INCOME 
CURRENT TENANTS BY ELIMINATING TENANT PAID BROKER FEES (DONE) AND 
IMPROVING PROTECTIONS AGAINST COORDINATED RENT MANIPULATION. 
 

2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 
your principles on housing (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

 
LED THE SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS ON THE MASSIVE HOUSING PRODUCTION 
BILL IN 2024. 

 
3.​ Emergency Shelter. How would you evaluate Governor Healey’s response to the 

emergency shelter crisis?  
 

I THOUGHT SHE DID THE BEST SHE COULD IN A TERRIBLE SITUATION. 
 

4.​ Welcoming New Neighbors. Would you support efforts to locate both long-term 
housing and short-term shelter in your district?   YES  
 

5.​ Everyone Needs ID. Would you support easing access to Mass IDs for people 
experiencing homelessness by waiving the $25 fee for IDs and easing the verification 
requirements for youth and adults who are unhoused and seeking IDs?  I DEFINITELY 
SUPPORT WAIVING THE FEE, NOT SURE ABOUT VERIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. 
 

6.​ Local Option Real Estate Transfer Fee. Would you support enabling all cities and 
towns the flexibility to design and pass real estate transfer fees that will be effective in 
their municipalities to raise money for affordable housing production?  NO. THIS IS 
BAD FOR HOUSING PRODUCTION – I DO NOT HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT 
MUNICIPALITIES WILL USE THESE FUNDS TO PRODUCE THE MOST NEEDED 
HOUSING. 

 
7.​ Green and Affordable Communities. Would you support doubling the current Deeds 

Excise Tax (from $4.56 per $1,000 to $9.12 per $1,000), upon the sale of real property in 
Massachusetts, to create a new funding stream to be split evenly between affordable 
housing and climate resiliency? NOT RULING THIS OUT. IF WE EVER DECIDE TO 
RAISE MORE MONEY AT THE TIME OF TRANSFER, IT MAY MAKE SENSE TO USE IT 
IN OTHER WAYS. THIS IS A TAX DECISION THAT REQUIRES A CONTEXT. I DO NOT 
CURRENTLY FAVOR IT. 
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8.​ Rent Control. Massachusetts residents face some of the highest and fastest-growing 
rents in the country. 

a.​ Would you support lifting the statewide ban on rent control and enabling cities 
and towns to pass rent stabilization ordinances to limit annual rent increases?  
NO. THIS IS BAD FOR HOUSING PRODUCTION. 
 

b.​ Do you support the proposed 2026 statewide ballot initiative to limit annual 
rent increases?  NO. THIS WOULD BE FATAL FOR HOUSING PRODUCTION. 

 
9.​ Tenant Opportunity to Purchase. Would you support providing tenants of small, 

medium, and large multifamily properties with the right of first refusal when the 
owner plans to put a building on the market?  NO. THIS IS BAD FOR HOUSING 
PRODUCTION. IT ALSO DOES NOT SOLVE THE REAL PROBLEM WHICH IS 
AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING TO SUBSIDIZE AFFORDABLE DEVELOPMENT. 
 

10.​ Right to Counsel. Would you support legislation to provide legal representation for 
low-income tenants in eviction proceedings?  YES 
 

11.​ HDIP Reform. The Housing Development Incentive Program (HDIP) is a 
multimillion-dollar annual state tax credit program subsidizing market-rate housing in 
Gateway Cities. Would you support reforming this program to support both 
market-rate and affordable housing development? NO - WHERE WE ARE USING 
HDIP, WE ARE DOING IT PRECISELY BECAUSE UNSUBSIDIZED RENTS ARE LOW – 
IN GATEWAY CITIES WHERE THE MARKET RENTS ARE TOO LOW TO SUPPORT ANY 
PRODUCTION WITHOUT SUBSIDY.  

 
12.​ Social Housing. Social housing is publicly financed, mixed-income housing, owned by 

a local or regional housing authority. Would you support efforts to increase state 
funding for social housing initiatives?    I AM OK WITH THIS IN THEORY. THERE ARE 
CERTAINLY PLACES WHERE A MODEST PUBLIC INVESTMENT COULD MAKE AN 
UN-ECONOMIC PROJECT FEASIBLE. BUT I LACK CONFIDENCE IN OUR ABILITY TO 
FUND AND IMPLEMENT THIS AT SCALE, ALTHOUGH I AM AWARE OF THE POSITIVE 
EXPERIMENT IN MARYLAND.  
 

13.​ Zoning Reform. Would you support zoning reforms to increase housing production 
and create more affordable and environmentally sustainable communities such as… 

a.​ Requiring multi-family zoning and removing costly parking mandates around 
public transportation and city/town centers statewide?  YES, BUT NOT 
COMPLETELY SURE ABOUT PARKING MANDATES.  
 

b.​ Enabling communities to adopt inclusionary zoning ordinances (i.e., 
requirements that a certain percentage of new units in a development be 
affordable) by simple majority vote?  NO. INCLUSIONARY ZONING IS 
ACTUALLY BACKFIRING IN MANY PLACES AND KILLING HOUSING 
PRODUCTION.  
 

14.​ MBTA Communities Law Enforcement. Would you support measures to strengthen 
the law with stricter consequences for municipalities that refuse to comply, including 
voiding non-compliant zoning?  YES, BUT NOT A PRIORITY. MOST COMMUNITIES 
ARE COMPLYING. 
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F. Community Safety  
 
Mass incarceration in Massachusetts has proven socially and economically destructive, 
breaking apart communities across the state. Even though Massachusetts has one of the 
lowest incarceration rates o f the United States, we have some of the starkest racial disparities 
in incarceration, a result of overpolicing and systemic biases.  
 
Although incarceration rates in Massachusetts have gone down over the past few years as a 
result of policies from the 2018 criminal justice reform omnibus bills, spending on the 
Department of Correction has risen. The average cost per year to house an individual in the 
Massachusetts Department of Corrections is more than $100,000, money that could be better 
reinvested into the communities that have suffered from decades of misguided and racially 
discriminatory “tough on crime” policies.  To achieve “justice for all,” we need a judicial system 
that does not disproportionately target communities of color and the poor and that does not 
criminalize public health issues such as addiction.  
 

 
The correctional population in Massachusetts has declined, yet the state continues to increase the 

Department of Corrections budget.  
 
 

 
 
 

Although MA’s incarceration rate is lower than the national rate, racial disparities are 
even more stark. (Source) 
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1.​ Please share your principles and proposals regarding community safety, police 
accountability, and criminal legal reform.  

 
I BELIEVE IN LIFTING PEOPLE UP NOT LOCKING PEOPLE UP AND I BELIEVE IN 
FACILITATING RE-ENTRY TO SOCIETY.  HOWEVER, I SUPPORT THE 
UNFORTUNATELY NECESSARY WORK OF THE POLICE AND THE CARCERAL 
SYSTEM. I DO SUPPORT STRONG ACCOUNTABILITY FOR OFFICER MISCONDUCT. 
 
I HAVE DELIVERED ON THIS PHILOSOPHY, LEADING REFORMS THAT CUT OUR 
PRISON POPULATION BY ALMOST HALF AND CREATING THE STRONGEST POLICE 
ACCOUNTABILITY FRAMEWORK IN THE COUNTRY (2018 AND 2020 – SEE 
WILLBROWNSBERGER.COM) AND I AM CONTINUING TO WORK TO STREAMLINE 
AND IMPROVE OUR CARCERAL SYSTEM. I AM ALSO WORKING TO INTRODUCE 
GREATER ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY INTO OUR CORRECTIONAL 
SYSTEM. 

 
2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 

your principles on community safety, police accountability, and criminal legal reform 
(legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

 
3.​ Police Accountability. The 2020 police accountability law passed by the 

Massachusetts Legislature contained a number of steps forward, but important 
measures were left out. Would you support legislation to do the following?  
 

a.​ Eliminating qualified immunity for state and local police and correctional 
officers so that individuals whose constitutional rights are violated can have 
their fair day in court?  NO. THIS ISSUE IS WIDELY MISUNDERSTOOD. 
QUALIFIED IMMUNITY PROTECTS OFFICIALS FROM BEING SUED 
PERSONALLY FOR CATEGORIES OF CONDUCT THAT HAVE NOT PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN RECOGNIZED AS RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. THAT IS FAIR. QUALIFIED 
IMMUNITY DOES NOT HAMPER RECOVERY IN MOST CASES. 
 

b.​ Enacting the recommendations from the special legislative commission on 
facial recognition, to implement privacy, civil rights, and due process 
protections to govern police use of the technology?  I HAVE BEEN QUEASY 
ABOUT THAT COMMISSION, DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS.  
 

4.​ Sentencing Reform. The 2018 criminal justice reform bill was an important first step in 
reducing mass incarceration. However, in our “liberal” state, incarceration rates remain 
much higher than they are in other countries, and sentencing laws can be even more 
punitive than those in states viewed as conservative. Do you support the following 
reforms?  
 

a.​ Eliminating mandatory minimums for all drug offenses?  YES  
 

b.​ Raising the age of criminal majority from 18 to 21, in line with research that 
shows that young offenders served by a juvenile system are much less likely to 
reoffend and more likely to successfully transition to adulthood?  NO. BUT I’M 
OK WITH 19 BECAUSE THAT FITS WITH TYPICAL SCHOOL GRADUATION 
AGES. I THINK WE NEED TO DO A BETTER JOB ACCOMMODATING AGES 20 
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- 30 IN THE ADULT SYSTEM. THE NEED FOR SPECIAL CARE GOES BEYOND 
21, BUT WE ARE NOT GOING TO PUT 27 YEAR OLDS IN THE JUVENILE 
SYSTEM.  
 

c.​ Decriminalizing consensual sexual activity between adolescents, by creating an 
exception to the statutory rape law for youth close in age? Massachusetts is 
one of only three states that criminalizes consensual sexual activity between 
two adolescents.  YES  
 

d.​ Eliminating the sentence of life without parole, which is costly and has been 
shown to be racist in its application?  NO. THE FAMILIES OF VICTIMS OF THE 
WORST CRIMES NEED TO HAVE REPOSE INSTEAD OF FIGHTING TO KEEP 
PERPETRATORS INSIDE AT PAROLE HEARINGS EVERY FEW YEARS.  

 
e.​ Restructuring joint venture sentencing such that accomplices to murder are 

sentenced proportionally to their level of responsibility for a death rather than a 
minimum sentence of life without parole?   I’M NOT SURE ABOUT THIS ONE. 
JOINT VENTURE LIABILITY MAKES SOME SENSE AND PARSING OUT 
PROPORTIONALITY MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE. 
 

5.​ DOC Oversight -- I. Would you support legislation to establish an inspector general for 
the Department of Correction?  YES. I DRAFTED THIS.  
 

6.​ DOC Oversight -- II. Massachusetts legislators have the statutory right to make 
unannounced visits to correctional facilities run by the state. Would you commit to 
visiting, whether announced or scheduled,  Department of Corrections facilities as a 
state legislator?   YES. I DO THIS REGULARLY AND HAVE VISITED MOST 
INSTITUTIONS IN THE COMMONWEALTH.   

 
7.​ Solitary Confinement. Would you support legislation to create universal access to 

productive out of cell time with programming, education and vocational training for 
all incarcerated people?  WE HAVE MADE HUGE PROGRESS ON THIS ALREADY. I 
THINK THE PROGRESS MADE SINCE 2018 IS UNDERESTIMATED. 
 

8.​ Prison Moratorium. Would you support a moratorium on the construction of new 
prisons and jails in the Commonwealth?  I AM ACTIVELY WORKING TO SHRINK THE 
FOOTPRINT OF THE SYSTEM, BUT I DON’T THINK A MORATORIUM WOULD BE 
HELPFUL. 
 

9.​ Keeping Families Connected. Would you support eliminating the arbitrary, 
unnecessary restrictions on visitation rights in prisons and jails?   I DO SUPPORT 
ELIMINATING ANY ARBITRARY AND UNNECESSARY RESTRICTIONS.  
 

10.​ Clean Slate. The Massachusetts court system maintains a database of name-based 
court arraignment records, referred to as Massachusetts Criminal Offender Record 
Information (CORI).  Many people are trapped in poverty and shut out of jobs and 
housing because of the difficult process to expunge their records, even for cases that 
did not end in a conviction or occurred when they were teenagers. Would you 
support… 
 

a.​ Requiring the Commissioner of Probation to automatically seal criminal and 
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juvenile records after the applicable waiting periods without requiring 
individuals to file a petition to do so?  I AM OK IF THIS IS DONE (a) WITH 
AUTHORIZATION OF THE OFFENDER, (b) ACCORDING TO EXISTING RULES, 
AND (c) THROUGH A SYSTEM THAT HAS BEEN CERTIFIED AS ACCURATE 
THROUGH A TRANSPARENT PROCESS. 
 

b.​ Requiring the immediate sealing of a criminal offense if the charge did not end 
in a conviction?  NO. MANY NON-CONVICTIONS ARE INFORMATION THAT A 
POTENTIAL VICTIM MIGHT WANT TO BE ABLE TO CONSIDER. FOR 
EXAMPLE, MOST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES GET DISMISSED BECAUSE 
THE PERPETRATOR INTIMIDATES THE WITNESS. A RECORD OF MANY 
DISMISSALS IS IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 
 

11.​ Reentry. The Department of Correction’s stated mission is to “prepare [individuals in 
custody] for safe and successful reentry into the community,” but regularly fails to live 
up to that. Do you support the following measures to strengthen reentry efforts… 
 

a.​ Mandating that correctional facilities in Massachusetts assist incarcerated 
individuals in acquiring valid Massachusetts identification cards before their 
release?  YES  
 

b.​ Increasing funding for reentry-related programming?   YES  
 

12.​ Gun Violence Prevention. Will you vote YES to protect the 2024 gun safety bill on the 
ballot in November 2026?   YES  
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G. A Humane Immigration System  
 
Immigrants make up 18% of Massachusetts’s population; however, demagoguery against, or 
indifference to, immigrant populations has historically been a mainstay of Massachusetts 
politics. We too often see both Democrats and Republicans fear-monger about immigration 
and the border, championing policies that criminalize rather than welcome. 
 
Since Trump took office in January, ICE has escalated its activities in Massachusetts, 
terrorizing immigrant communities. ICE arrests have gone up by more than 250% since last 
year, driven by their targeting of individuals without criminal records. ICE has brutalized 
children, torn families apart, and engaged in rampant racial profiling.  
 
Our immigrant communities are helping to keep our communities healthy, they are 
innovating and educating, and they are helping us build a better future for all of us.  
 

Immigrants are a major part of MA’s economic prosperity. (Source) 
 

 
1.​ Please share your principles and proposals regarding welcoming and protecting our 

immigrant communities.  
 
OUR JOB IS TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYONE IN MASSACHUSETTS IS SAFE AND 
SUCCESSFUL REGARDLESS OF STATUS. 
 

2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance 
your principles on welcoming and protecting our immigrant communities (legislation, 
community work, published writings, etc.). 

 
THE SENATE WILL SHORTLY HAVE A STRONG IMMIGRATION DRAFT. SEE 
ESPECIALLY MY WORK ON UNIVERSAL 1983 LEGISLATION. 
https://willbrownsberger.com/protecting-the-civil-rights-of-persons/  
 

3.​ Protecting Our Immigrant Neighbors. The entanglement of state and local law 
enforcement with ICE’s federal immigration enforcement makes everyone less safe. To 
end such entanglement, would you support the following measures….? 

a.​ Preventing police and court officials from inquiring about immigration status?  
YES  
 

b.​ Prohibiting any new 287(g) agreements, i.e., agreements in which state and 
local law enforcement are deputized to act as ICE agents?   YES  
 

c.​ Calling on Gov. Healey to end the Department of Correction’s 287(g) 
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agreement with ICE, the only such contract in New England and the only such 
contract in a state with a Democratic governing trifecta?  NOT A PRIORITY, 
MOST OTHER STATES, INCLUDING MANY BLUE STATES, BASICALLY DO THE 
SAME THINGS WE DO BUT WITHOUT A 287G (FACILITATE TRANSFER TO ICE 
OF SERIOUS CONVICTED CRIMINALS AT TEND OF SENTENCE.) 
 

d.​ Prohibiting local law enforcement from assisting ICE such as by allowing ICE to 
use facilities, properties, and equipment or providing information to ICE such 
as relating to upcoming court appearances?   YES  
 

4.​ Language Access. Would you support building the capacity of key public-facing state 
agencies to meet the language access needs of an increasingly diverse population by 
standardizing and enforcing language access protocols and practices?  YES, BUT I’M 
NOT SURE WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE.  
 

5.​ Immigrant Legal Aid. In 2025, the MA Legislature created a new fund to provide 
cost-free legal services to immigrants at risk of deportation. Would you support 
increasing the funding for the program and codifying the fund into law?  YES TO 
INCREASING FUNDING AND I’M FINE WITH EVENTUAL CODIFICATION, BUT I FEEL 
A FEW YEARS OF SHAKE OUT OF THE REFERRAL PROCESS MAKES SENSE BEFORE 
CODIFICATION.  
 

6.​ Community Trust and Accountability. Would you support legislation to ban former 
ICE or Border Patrol agents from serving as police officers, teachers, or other public 
employees in Massachusetts?   NO. THIS IS AN INAPPROPRIATE AND PUNITIVE 
IDEA. 
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H. A Welcoming Society  
 
Our commonwealth is at its strongest when we recognize and celebrate the diversity of our 
population. 
 
Massachusetts has often been a leader on LGBTQ rights, being the first state to legalize 
same-sex marriage and having passed a strong trans anti-discrimination law (with additional 
protections for health care passed more recently). However, efforts to ban LGBTQ-friendly 
books are not just a "red state" problem but unfortunately far too common here at home. 
 
Although Massachusetts likes to view itself as a leader in social progress, racial discrimination 
has been prevalent in our history and in our present, and a legacy of oppression and 
expropriation of indigenous communities remains unaddressed in policy and iconography.  
 
 

In 2022, there were 45 attempts to restrict access to books in MA, with 57 titles 
challenged. (Source) 

 

 
 

1.​ Please explain your principles and proposals relative to building a welcoming society.  
 

I FULLY SUPPORT DIVERSITY. 
 

2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to make MA a 
more welcoming place for all.  

 
I WORKED FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY AND NEGOTIATED THE TRANS PUBLIC 
ACCOMMODATIONS BILL. I AM FIGHTING TO REPEAL OUR OLD ANTI-SODOMY 
LAWS (HAVE PASSED THIS LEGISLATION THREE TIMES IN THE SENATE). 

 
3.​ Right to Read. Right-wing efforts to ban books from school or public libraries 

disproportionately target books about LGBTQ people and communities of color. 
Would you support legislation to prevent book removal due to personal or political 
views in public and school libraries, require public libraries to adopt the American 
Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights, and protect librarians from retaliation?  YES  
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4.​ Data Privacy. In recent years, we have seen the dangers of unregulated data markets: 

right-wing groups tracking women seeking abortion care, domestic abusers tracking 
partners/exes, ICE agents tracking immigrants, and much more.   

a.​ Do you support passing legislation to ban companies from selling our sensitive 
data, such as biometric and location information?   YES  

b.​ Do you support applying a private right of action to privacy laws, to ensure 
consumers have access to the civil court system when companies violate the 
law?   NO. I THINK THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SHOULD LEAD ON THIS IN A 
COORDINATED WAY BRINGING LARGER CASES THAT CAN MAKE CLEAN 
LAW. A PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION WILL MEAN A WHOLE LOT OF 
DIFFERENT ATTORNEYS MAKING ARGUMENTS LEADING TO A LOT OF 
JUDGES MAKING CONFLICTING AND LESS-WELL-CONSIDERED DECISIONS. 

 
5.​ Indigenous People’s Day. Would you support legislation to replace Columbus Day 

with Indigenous Peoples in state statute as the recognized holiday on the second 
Monday of October?  YES  
 

6.​ School Mascots. Would you support legislation to prohibit the use of Native American 
mascots in Massachusetts public schools?  YES  
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I. Good Government and Strong Democracy  
 
A strong democracy depends on a transparent and representative government and an 
engaged public. Too often, however, we see centralized, unaccountable power and barriers to 
participation. An undemocratic, centralized power structure on Beacon Hill makes it easier for 
lobbyists to target the top and undermine the system. Despite recent reforms, a weak public 
records system stymies government accountability: MA is one of only two states where all 
three branches of state government claim to be exempt. A strong democracy requires an 
engaged electorate, but voter turnout in midterm elections, and especially local elections, 
remains low. Although election modernization legislation in 2014, 2018, and 2022 helped 
bring much-needed reforms, we still lag behind states in New England and around the 
country in making voting accessible (Maine, for instance, has allowed for Election Day 
Registration since the 1970s).  
 
A centralized power system, a skewed campaign finance system, and restrictive voting laws 
together help create a situation in which our elections are the least competitive in the 
country. 
 

MA has the least competitive elections in the country. (Source) 
 

 
 

Lower-income, ethnically diverse municipalities have lower voter turnout than whiter, 
more affluent communities, leading to reduced voice in state politics.  

 

 
Source: MassLive 
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1.​ Please explain your principles and proposals relative to good government and strong 
democracy.  

 
I AM A STRONG SUPPORTER OF TRANSPARENCY. I PERSONALLY PRACTICE 
TRANSPARENCY THROUGH MY FULL WEB PRESENCE AND ACTIVE OUTREACH 
AND I HAVE FOUGHT FOR TRANSPARENCY IN LEGISLATIVE SPENDING, MBTA 
PENSIONS, MBTA OPERATIONS, AND HOUSING INVESTMENTS. I WAS PLEASED 
TO SUPPORT OUR INCREASED TRANSPARENCY ON LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
VOTES. SEE https://votebrownsberger.com/progress/ 

 
2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote 

transparency, campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 
 

3.​ Accessibility. Central to good government is accessibility and responsiveness. Would 
you commit to the following? AGREE ON IMPORTANCE OF ACCESSIBILITY. I HOLD 
MANY MORE MEETINGS AND SEND MANY MORE COMMUNICATIONS THAN 
SUGGESTED BELOW. 
 

a.​ Sending out a newsletter that includes explanations of recent votes at least 
once per month?   
 

b.​ Holding office hours on weeknights or weekends at least once per month?    
 

c.​ Holding town halls in your district at least twice per year?   
 

4.​ Public Records Law. Massachusetts is the only state where the Governor's Office, the 
Legislature, and the Judiciary claim full exemptions from the public records laws. Do 
you support the ballot initiative to eliminate these exemptions?  I AM COOL TO THE 
BALLOT QUESTION AS WRITTEN, BUT WITH APPROPRIATE PROTECTIONS FOR 
CONSTITUENT CORRESPONDENCE, I’M NOT NECESSARILY TROUBLED BY IT.   
 

5.​ Legislative Accountability. Massachusetts’s system of ‘leadership stipends’ is an 
outlier among the 50 states. Do you support the ballot initiative to reform this system 
to create a fairer pay structure and hold committees to higher standards of 
transparency and productivity?   NO. I WOULD SUPPORT LEVELING UP OF 
COMPENSATION LEVELS TO REDUCE DIFFERENCES AMONG LEGISLATORS, BUT I 
DO NOT SUPPORT THE PROPOSED RULES CHANGES THAT WOULD CREATE 
PERVERSE INCENTIVES BASED ON SIMPLISTIC BILL COUNTS.  
 

6.​ Legislative Research Bureau. The Massachusetts legislature is the only legislature in 
the nation without a professional, non-partisan research bureau. Would you support 
the creation of such an office?  NO. A CENTRALIZED BUREAU IS UNLIKELY TO BE 
VERY HELPFUL OR RESPONSIVE. I THINK THE STATEMENT HERE THAT WE ARE 
UNIQUE IN NOT HAVING THIS IS FALSE.  
 

7.​ Expanding Access to Public Meetings. Would you support updating Open Meeting 
Law so that people can choose to participate remotely in public meetings on a 
permanent basis and providing the necessary funds to municipalities to implement 
this?  YES. MUNICIPALITIES SHOULD HAVE THE FLEXIBILITY TO DO MEETINGS IN 
PERSON, REMOTELY, OR HYBRID ACCORDING TO THEIR PREFERENCE AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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8.​ Same Day Registration. Massachusetts lags behind other states in making voting 
accessible for all. Do you support eliminating Massachusetts’s arbitrary and 
exclusionary 10-day voter registration cutoff and allowing voters to register or update 
their registration at the polls on Election Day and during the early voting period?  MY 
HIGHEST PRIORITY RIGHT NOW IS TO LIMIT MUNICIPAL CLERK BURNOUT. IF SAME 
DAY CAN BE DONE EASILY I’M DEFINITELY OPEN TO IT FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS. I 
HAVE VOTED FOR IT. NOT SURE IT MAKES SENSE IN LOWER VISIBILITY MUNICIPAL 
AND PRIMARY ELECTIONS. THIS WILL BE UP TO THE PEOPLE ON THE BALLOT 
ANYWAY. 
 

9.​ Inactive Voter Lists. Massachusetts is the only state in the country where voters are 
placed on the Inactive Voter List—one step before being removed from the voter rolls 
—if they fail to return our annual municipal census. Do you support removing this 
barrier to participation?   NO. IN MY EXPERIENCE INACTIVE VOTERS ARE MOSTLY 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE MOVED. I AM OPEN TO WORKING ON HOW TO MAKE SURE 
THAT PEOPLE WHO HAVE SIMPLY FORGOTTEN TO RETURN THEIR CENSUS KNOW 
THAT THEY CAN VOTE ANYWAY.  
 

10.​ Ranked Choice Voting. Would you support legislation to allow cities and towns to 
adopt ranked choice voting in local elections?  I COULD SUPPORT A PROCESS THAT 
ALLOWED A COMMUNITY BY LOCAL REFERENDUM TO SHIFT TO RANKED CHOICE 
VOTING. 

 
11.​ Universal Voting Rights. Would you support restoring the franchise to incarcerated 

individuals serving time for felony convictions (Their right to vote was taken away by 
ballot twenty years ago)?  NOT SURE HOW I FEEL ABOUT THIS. IT IS NOT AN ISSUE 
THAT I WOULD PUSH. 
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J. Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental Protection 
 
As a coastal state, Massachusetts will be hit particularly hard by climate change, but we are 
not responding with the necessary urgency. Massachusetts has ambitious and necessary 
greenhouse gas reduction goals, but we are not on track to meet them. Our state remains 
overly dependent on fossil fuels like oil and gas despite the pollution and myriad public 
health harms they produce and the ample data showing that we must leave fossil fuels in the 
ground. As we now face a federal government hostile to renewable and climate action, the 
responsibility lies with state government to take leadership in accelerating a green energy 
transition and ensuring that equity is at the forefront. 
 
Public transit must play a role in decarbonizing our transportation system, as well as 
advancing complementary goals of equity and inclusion. However, Massachusetts politicians 
have lost their understanding of public transit as a public good that benefits all residents and 
businesses in Massachusetts, not just those who use it in their daily lives. The greatest 
evidence of this is their neglect of the MBTA: it would need more than $24 billion to bring 
infrastructure and equipment up to a state of good repair. Regional Transit Authorities that 
serve communities, including Gateway Cities across the state, face enormous capital needs as 
well.  
 

Despite recent progress, Massachusetts is still overwhelmingly dependent on fossil fuels.  
 
 

 
 

Transportation is currently the largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in MA.  
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1.​ Please explain your principles and proposals relative to sustainable infrastructure and 
environmental protection.  
 

I AM ALL ABOUT DEALING WITH THE REALITY OF CLIMATE CHANGE. 
GLOBALLY, CLIMATE CHANGE IS ACCELERATING – EMISSIONS ARE STILL 
RISING. WE NEED TO BE FOCUSED ON RESILIENCY, GRID IMPROVEMENT AND 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENT. WE WON’T GET EMISSIONS UNDER CONTROL 
UNTIL WE HAVE BETTER TECHNOLOGY OPTIONS. 
 

2.​ Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the 
environment and expand access to public transportation. 

 
I HAVE WORKED VERY HARD TO IMPROVE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IN MY 
DISTRICT AND GENERALLY TO SUPPORT THE MBTA WITH FUNDING, TO 
ADDRESS FLOODING AND RESILIENCY, AND TO STEER OUR CHOICES ON 
DECARBONIZATION BY DECARBONIZING MY OWN LIFE, DOCUMENTING MY 
EXPERIENCES AND SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR 
POLICIES. See generally, willbrownsberger.com 
 

3.​ Fossil Fuel Infrastructure. Do you oppose the expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure in 
the state?  NOT CATEGORICALLY. WE ABSOLUTELY NEED TO BE ABLE TO SUPPORT 
WINTER PEAK DEMAND FOR GAS, EVEN AS WE WORK TO REDUCE OVERALL GAS 
USE. 
 

4.​ Make Polluters Pay.  Do you support holding the corporations who are most 
responsible for causing global climate change financially accountable to pay for 
damages caused by climate driven extreme weather and the infrastructure 
improvements needed for resilience?   I UNDERSTAND THE MOTIVATIONS AND 
COMPELLING NARRATIVE BEHIND THIS, BUT I DON’T SEE THE CURRENTLY  
PROPOSED LEGISLATION AS PRACTICAL. I ALSO HAVE A DEEPER PROBLEM WITH 
IT: I TEND TO FEEL THAT WE ARE ALL PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR 
CARBON EMISSIONS. IT IS ALL OF US, AND MANY OTHER BUSINESSES, NOT JUST 
THE FOSSIL FUEL EXTRACTORS, WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE. 
THIS IS A REALITY THAT COURTS WOULD LIKELY RECOGNIZE WHEN THIS 
LEGISLATION FACES THE INEVITABLE COURT CHALLENGE. 
 

5.​ Expanding Solar Coverage. Would you support legislation to create permanent 
incentives for siting solar projects where they have the least environmental impact, i.e., 
on buildings and disturbed land?  NOT SURE. SOMETIMES OTHER LOCATIONS MAY 
BE APPROPRIATE. 
 

6.​ Banning Predatory Industry Practices. Third-party electricity suppliers notoriously 
give confusing or misleading offers and often target low-income and older adults. 
Would you support banning third-party electricity suppliers that sell directly to 
residents?   YES. I’VE VOTED FOR THIS. 
 

7.​ Utility Accountability. Would you support legislation that restricts investor-owned 
utilities' profits, including but not limited their ability to recover lobbying, 
advertisement, trade association dues, and investor relations expenses on utility bills?   
NO. THIS IS A SIDESHOW. THESE ITEMS ARE TINY AND THIS LEGISLATION IS 
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PUNITIVE AND A DISTRACTION FROM REAL COST-REDUCTION MEASURES. 
 

8.​ Data Centers. Data centers across Massachusetts and the country have been driving 
heavier energy and water usage, leading to higher costs for everyday customers. 
Would you support the following measures…? measures…? I WISH WE HAD ENERGY 
COSTS LOW ENOUGH TO WORRY ABOUT DATA CENTERS. I DON’T THINK THIS IS A 
REAL THREAT AND I’M NOT FOCUSED ON PREVENTING THEM. 
 

a.​ Requiring primary-use data centers to pay for the cost of utility infrastructure 
upgrades, procure renewable back-up energy sources, and provide quarterly 
water and energy usage data?    
 

b.​ Imposing a moratorium on new large-load data centers while a commission is 
convened to define appropriate community and environmental regulations?   
 

c.​ Repealing tax exemptions for data centers?    
 

9.​ Plastic Bag Ban.: Would you support a statewide ban on single-use plastic bags?   
YES  
 

10.​ Electrifying Public Transit. In Massachusetts, 43 percent of GHG emissions in 2016 
came from transportation infrastructure and vehicles. Tackling this will require a shift 
away from cars and toward public transit, as well as electrification of both. Would you 
support requiring the MBTA to operate an all-electric system by 2035?  NO. I DO 
ABSOLUTELY SUPPORT ELECTRIFICATION, BUT THIS TIMELINE IS NOT REMOTELY 
ACHIEVEABLE. SETTING GOALS WE CANNOT ACHIEVE DESTROYS OUR 
CREDIBILITY AND DEMORALIZES ALL INVOLVED. I DO NOT THINK IT IS USEFUL TO 
TRY SET ANY LEGISLATIVE DEADLINE FOR THIS PROCESS. THE PROCESS NEEDS 
TO WORK AT THE PACE THAT THE MBTA CAN EFFECTIVELY MANAGE AND THAT IS 
HARD TO JUDGE FROM THE OUTSIDE. 
 

11.​ Free Public Transit. Do you support making public transit in the Commonwealth 
fare-free?  NO. WE NEED THE MONEY FROM FARES TO KEEP PROVIDING QUALITY 
SERVICE. I DO FAVOR LOW-INCOME DISCOUNTS. I WAS Ok WITH MAKING THE 
REGIONAL TRANSIT AGENCIES FARE FREE, BECAUSE THEIR RIDERSHIP IS SO LOW 
THAT THE FARE REVENUE WAS NEGLIGIBLE.  
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III. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
Limit answer to 150 words or fewer.  

Use this space to add any other issues important to your vision for Massachusetts or any other 
matter you think progressive voters should know about your candidacy.  
 

I AM THE CANDIDATE IN THIS RACE WITH A DEFINED RECORD AND VETTED, AUTHENTIC 
VIEWS ON THE QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. I HAVE DEMONSTRATED MY PRODUCTIVITY, 
MY RESPONSIVENESS, AND MY COMMITMENT TO SERVING THE PEOPLE OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH WITH INTEGRITY. I AM A COMMITTED PUBLIC SERVANT AND I HAVE 
WORKED TIRELESSLY TO PASS ENFORCEABLE AND ACHIEVABLE PROGRESSIVE 
POLICIES THROUGHOUT MY CAREER. I HOPE TO CONTINUE TO CREATE JUST AND 
WORKABLE SOLUTIONS FOR THE PEOPLE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
 

PAGE 34 


	 
	 
	PROGRESSIVE MASSACHUSETTS 
	2026 Legislative 
	ENDORSEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE  
	A. Revenue and Taxation 
	B. Jobs and the Economy 
	C. Education 
	D.  Health Care 
	E. Housing 
	H. A Welcoming Society  
	I. Good Government and Strong Democracy  
	J. Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental Protection 


